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October Calendar

Torrance City Council Meetings
7 p.m. at 3031 Torrance Blvd.
10.1, 10.8, 10.15 & 10.22

10.29 — no meeting

Torrance Planning Commission
7 p.m. at 3031 Torrance Blvd.
10.2 & 10.16

TUSD Board Meetings
7 p.m. at 2336 Plaza Del Amo
10.7 & 10.21

Torrance Public Library

o Craft Delight for Adults
Wednesdays, 12-2 p.m.
Henderson Library

e Lego WeDo for Children
Saturdays by appointment
Walteria Library

Madrona Marsh Community
Service Opportunity for “National
Make a Difference Day” — Habitat
Restoration

10.26, 8:45 a.m.-12 p.m.

3201 Plaza del Amo

Torrance Arts Presents Los
Cancioneros Master Chorale’s
“Music for the Imagination”
10.27, 7-10:30 p.m.

James R. Armstrong Theatre

For information on these events +
MANY more events, go to
www.torranceca.qgov
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Homeowners Association Newsletter

A Message from Your Southwood President

| know it’s only October, but the holidays are around the corner and | thought it
would be helpful to review some tips on how to keep your house safe while
you are away. | reached out to the Torrance Police Department Community
Affairs Division. They promptly emailed a couple of very helpful handouts. The
handouts are posted on our “Southwood Torrance Homeowners Association”
Facebook page, so please check them out! There are particularly good details
on how to secure many different kinds of doors and windows. Here are a few
tips from the handouts:

e Besides stopping regular deliveries of mail and newspapers, it is best to
have someone regularly pick up advertising circulars or other flyers
(including the Southwood Newsletter ©).

e According to statistics, a large number of property theft and residential
burglaries occur because a garage door is left open and unattended.

e Don’t leave door keys hiding anywhere obvious. Many insurance
companies will not honor claims unless there has been a forced entry.

e One of the best deterrents to crime is you — the neighbor. Write down
descriptions of suspicious persons. Write down the license numbers of
suspicious vehicles. Then call the police (non-emergency number 310-
328-3456) — “That’s what we’re here for.”

e The best possible location for exterior lights is under the eaves to
illuminate the walls and expose anyone next to the home.

e Doorknob locks offer no security. Violating a doorknob lock is one of
the two most common means of forced entry. All exterior doors should
have a deadbolt lock mounted in a solid-core door.

Also, our annual membership drive starts next month. The November
newsletter will include a short membership form and a self-addressed return

Con’t on Page 2
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City Treasurer Recall

Many of you may already be aware
there is a petition being circulated
for a recall election of the Torrance
City Treasurer, Dana Cortez. For
more information, including signing
the recall petition, please visit the
website www.curedc.online or call
310-346-7425. Briefly, Dana Cortez
has not reported to work since
October 2018, shortly after she was
stripped of half her duties and half
her pay following allegations of

mismanagement. She has provided
doctor’s notes citing unresolved
medical issues. The deadline for the
close to 13,000 signatures required
is October 21, 2019.
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On August 27, 2019, the City Council
discussed bringing Charter changes
to public vote. The proposed
changes include:

e Changing the City Clerk and
City Treasurer from elected
to appointed positions

e Extending the time period
from 30 days to 60 days for
appointing a replacement to
fill a vacancy in an elected
position

Agendas, minutes, and videos from
past City Council meetings are
available on the City Council page of
the City of Torrance website.

President Message Con’t

envelope. After 21 years, membership dues have been increased by S5. The
dues are now $20 per household as voted on by the members via email this
past June as part of the proposed changes to the bylaws. Your membership
dues (plus any additional appreciated donations!) help fund the 10 monthly
newsletters each year, along with timely Torrance City Council, school board
and mayoral candidate forums, an annual scholarship award to a Southwood
area graduating West High senior, and gifts to our local schools. Please look for
the membership form in next month’s newsletter and support your Southwood
Homeowners Association!

Laurie Craig, SHA President

Residential Recycling Bin —
Did You Know?

Do not include:

e Liquids, napkins, tissue paper (Kleenex), and anything soiled with food

e Photographs and blueprint, carbon, or NCR paper

e Small Styrofoam pieces (called popcorn or peanuts) or any plastic
bottle, bag, or container without a number in the triangle

e Glass dishes, light bulbs, mirrors, ceramic cups, drinking glasses, plates,
porcelain, or window glass

e Pots or pans, propane or helium tanks, or scrap metal from plumbing or
construction materials

Learn more about Residential Trash and Recycling from the City of Torrance

website, www.torranceca.gov, or contact the Trash and Recycling Customer
Service Center at 855-354-5623.
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The Great California Shake Out

Are you prepared for an earthquake? On October 17, 2019, at 10:17 a.m,,
millions of Californians will participate in the Great California Shake Out. More
information is available on the Great California Shake Out website,
www.shakeout.org/california. And for more details on how to prepare for,

survive, and recover from an earthquake, visit the Earthquake Country website,
www.earthquakecountry.org.
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Torrance Board of Education Observer Report

At the meeting of the Board of Education on September 3, 2019, the Board
approved the following motions regarding activities and construction work:

e That the District enter into an agreement with Tilly’s Life Center to
provide lessons from the “I AM ME” curriculum, to be implemented
from September 4, 2019, through January 31, 2021, at West High
School, for a total cost not to exceed $15,000. With rising mental health
concerns on campus, West High has been looking into possible Social
Emotional Learning (SEL) programs to offer students on campus.
Through SEL, students learn skills in the areas of self-awareness, self-
management, responsible decision-making, relationship skills, and social
awareness.

e That the District accept bids for flooring and draining projects, and the
completion of modernization at Anza elementary.

The Torrance Unified School District Board of Education meets twice monthly.
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. and are open to the public. The board room is located
in the Education Materials Building (EMB) at 2336 Plaza Del Amo.

Board of Education agendas are available for study at all school sites, city
libraries, and on the tusd.org website. Additional information on agenda items is
available on the website.

The meetings are cablecast live on Spectrum Channel 30 and Verizon Channel
37. Board of Education meetings will rerun Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 7 p.m.,
and Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays at 9 a.m., 2 p.m., and 7 p.m. starting the
day after the live broadcast until the next meeting.

Landscape and Turf Removal Classes
Save Water, Energy, Money, and the Environment

Remove your turf and successfully convert your
landscape into a sustainable drought-tolerant
garden. These classes will help you understand

and meet rebate program requirements.

e (California Friendly Landscape: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., October 19, 2019,
Madrona Marsh

e Turf Removal: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., November 16, 2019, West High, Café 5

e (California Friendly Landscape: 9 a.m.-12 p.m., December 14, 2019,
West High, Café 5

To attend these Saturday classes, contact the South Bay Environmental Services
Center at 310-371-7222 or register online at www.sbesc.com.
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City Council Meeting
Highlights — 9.10.19

If you are interested in serving on a
city commission, the City of
Torrance requires that you be
certified through the City of
Torrance Commissioner
Certification Training Program. The
next certification training class will
be held on Thursday, October 17,
2019, from 6-8 p.m. in the Katy
Geissert Civic Center Library
Meeting Room. For more
information on commission service
or the training program, please
contact the Office of the City Clerk
at 310-618-2879.

Torrance council voted 6-1 to adopt
a $70,000 annual coyote trapping
program. Trapping will begin in
October and the population culled
to a manageable level. Residents
still need to remain vigilant and
follow the city’s original 2016
Coyote Management Plan which can

be found on the City of Torrance
website, www.torranceca.gov.

Tree Trimming

Trees reduce air temperature by
blocking sunlight. They also absorb
and block noise, and reduce glare.
But at some point, they might need
to be trimmed, removed, or
replaced. Learn more about Tree
Trimming & Removal FAQs and

policies regarding maintaining trees
from the City of Torrance website,
www.torranceca.gov/trees, or
contact the Public Works
Department at 310-781-6900.



http://www.torranceca.gov/home/showdocument?id=48696
http://www.torranceca.gov/home/showdocument?id=48696
http://www.torranceca.gov/
https://www.torranceca.gov/our-city/public-works/city-trees-landscapes/tree-trimming-removal-faqs
https://www.torranceca.gov/our-city/public-works/city-trees-landscapes/tree-trimming-removal-faqs
http://www.torranceca.gov/trees
http://www.tusd.org/
http://www.sbesc.com/

SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING DIRECTORY

ART CLASSES for kids & adults e kids free trial ® 3537 Torrance Blvd. #26 ¢ www.ArtExperienceStudio.com .........ccceevueerisineeiisineenissnenanne 365-9287
AVON e To buy or sell Avon e Jennie S. Andersen o Ind Sales Rep ® www.YourAvon.com/jandersen ® SHA Member ........c.cceceerevreeerernenens 316-1765
BABCOCK ASSOCIATES, LTD e Property Mgmt Co e Serving South Bay 55 years ¢ Karla Richmond ¢ SHA Member.........ccccccvvririiiinsnnnnnnnnnns 212-6660
Carolyn Finkenbeiner ¢ The Real Estate Group e Lifelong resident and caring professional ® SHA Member .........cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicciiccccsnnnns 505-6767

CORNERSTONE ¢ Windows & Patio Doors ® Replacement Experts ® Entry Doors ® Shutters ¢ Free Estimates ¢ License #565275
SHA Member ¢ Resident & Homeowner, Tony Szik ® WWW.cOrnerstoneWindOWS.COM .......cccceerrrirrssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 325-4700

Ely & Son Heating & A/C ¢ serving the South Bay since 1971 e License #568467 ¢ elyheatac@verizon.net ® SHA Member ..........cccceeeueuenee 540-3589

FISCHER-LLC ¢ Roofing e Exterior Painting ¢ Seamless Rain Gutters ¢ License #1038635-B, C-39, C-33, C-43 e Southwood Resident 60+yrs
Licensed ¢ Bonded ® Workers Comp Ins e Liability Ins e Bill Fischer ® SHA MemDber......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiene e e eeseeeeeeeeees 534-1462

JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER ¢ In Torrance Since 1980 ¢ S.L. #389387 e Drain & Sewer Cleaning ¢ Pipe Locating
General Residential Repairs & INStallatioNns ...........eeeeeeeeeemmnmnnnnnnnnnsiinisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488

JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL ® Owner Operated e Serving the South Bay over 30 years ¢ Southwood Resident & Homeowner

www.johnkowantermite.com e email kowantermite@verizon.net ® SHA MeMDBEr........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 540-2395
Kathryn Goodrich Garden Designs: Creating inviting outdoor spaces in the South Bay ¢ SHA Member .........ccccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicnccceceeeenes 294-0510
Kimberly Doner ¢ Douglas Elliman e Southwood Resident & Specialist ¢ www.kimberlydoner.com ® SHA Member........cccccoeevvuereenriiennnee 720-7933
Marilyn Wrightsman - Realtor ¢ KW South Bay ¢ “Count on Marilyn Every Step of the Way”........cccccciiiiiiiiinneniniiinscnneneenennsssssseneessssssnes 508-7653
MUSIC LESSONS e Piano.Guitar.Ukulele e Teaching 45 years locally e All ages ® Rosine Sorbom ® SHA Member ........ccccccvviriiiiiienneniiieenns 316-3592
NARR FAMILY CHILD CARE e Jody Narr e Infant - 5 yrs. e Since 2005 ¢ License #197412382 ¢ SHA Member .........cccccevvviviiiiiiiiiiiiceiiiennnnnns 316-5791

OAKLEY PLUMBING e Clog Removal ¢ Leak Repair ® Faucets ¢ Toilets ® Valves ® Water Heaters ® Garbage Disposals ® Gas Piping

Sewer ¢ Video & Locating ¢ Free Estimates ® Reasonable Rates ¢ License #926402 ¢ Bonded & Insured ¢ SHA Member ...........ccceeennnnneee 200-5431
O’Neil & Associates Realtors ¢ 3987 Pacific Coast Highway ® Torrance 90505 ¢ SHA Member .........ccccceeeeicccnnnnee Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846
Rahul & Surbhi Bhagat ¢ Realty ONE Group ® Residential Real Estate Specialist ® Rahul@propertycove.com ¢ SHA Member.................... 753-7016

South Bay Financial Partners help you define, plan and achieve your dreams by utilizing your money effectively. We are your financial

partner and work with families not just when there's a problem but for generations ¢ www.southbayfinancialpartners.com.................. 792-4189
SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL © Len INGalls ® SHA IMEMDET .........uuuuiiiiiiissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 540-9084
TAYLOR ROOFING e Roofing the South Bay since 1971 e Rod Taylor e Fully Insured e License #399009 ¢ SHA Member.........cccoccverrrricnnne 378-7733

THE BEST HANDYMAN e Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations ® Minor Plumbing & Electrical ® Grab Bars ¢ Gutter
Cleaning ® Gate & Fence Repairs ¢ Fully Insured ¢ Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable ¢ Larry Corrao ¢ SHA Member ...................... 722-6025

VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION e Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels ¢ Room Additions ® Home Repairs ® Decks & Fences ® Doors & Windows
35 Years’ Experience ® Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured ¢ License #655063 ® Resident/SHA MemDber ...........ccccereeveeerecrneerecsnnenecsneesecsneesesnnns 749-5571

VICTOR THE BODY MAN e Autobody work and paint ¢ Well-known in the South Bay ¢ Offering excellent repair work at low prices......... 503-0566

WOODS ACE HARDWARE e Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 ¢ John Spreitzer ¢ SHA Member
M-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM ® www.Wwo0dshardWare.Com......ccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisssssssssssnnn 540-5355

For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424.226.6428
All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code.

Please support the Southwood Advertisers.
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