
Torrance Education Foundation 
Who is TEF?   
Torrance Education Foundation (TEF) is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
entity organized in the early 1990s to unite the Torrance community in 
financially supporting our award-winning public schools.

Why are they important to our children and the community?  
They want our kids to have more – more exciting learning opportunities, 
more STEM programs, more state-of-the-art classrooms, and more options 
for growth and creativity. 

TEF has contributed: 
9 New Science Labs • $50,000 in STEM Grants • $95,000 to Schools/PTA’s • 
$39,000 in 2018 Scholarships 

Why should I contribute to TEF? 
When you donate to TEF, your gift is an investment in Torrance kids. Our 
high-quality Torrance schools and excellent teachers simply can’t do it all. 

How do I contribute to TEF? 
Learn about more giving options, including joining them for their Silver 
Anniversary Ball and supporting the TEF Endowment, by exploring their 
website or calling them at 310-320-7232. 

WIN A LEXUS! 
YOU could win an exciting LEXUS 300NXh Hybrid SUV. Tickets are $30, and 
there is no limit to the number of tickets you may purchase. Improve your 
odds of winning by purchasing more than one ticket! Only 5,000 tickets will 
be sold, and 100% of your purchase will benefit TUSD students. 

Silver Anniversary Gala 
Saturday, May 4th, 2019, at the Torrance DoubleTree Hotel, the Gala will 
Celebrate 25 Years of Giving! The evening will include dinner & auction. 

https://www.tef4kids.org/ 
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April Calendar 

Torrance City Council Mtgs. 
7pm at 3031 Torrance Blvd. 
4.2 
4.9 
4.16 

4.23 

Torrance Planning Commission 
7pm at 3031 Torrance Blvd. 
4.3 
4.17 
TUSD Board Meetings 
7pm at 2336 Plaza Del Amo 
4.22 

All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast 
7-11am The Attic 
4.6 

Senior Prom: Springtime in Paris 
1-3pm Ken Miller Rec Center 
4.11 

Breakfast & Visit with the Bunny 
9 am-12pm Cultural Arts Center 
4.20 

Easter Egg Hunt 
12-4pm Hickory Park 
4.20 

We Sing Tomorrow’s Song 
Torrance Civic Chorale + Orchestra 
8pm James Armstrong Theatre 
4.27 

For information on these events + 
MANY more events 
www.torranceca.gov

     SOUTHWOOD
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Torrance School Board Report 
At the School Board Meeting on March 4 the Board heard the Good News 
Student Presentation from Jefferson Middle School.  

They also adopted resolutions calling for the support of two Assembly Bills: 

 AB 428 would increase and equalize current (AB 602) base funding rates, 
establish a funding mechanism for preschool programs for children with 
disabilities, provide additional funding for students with the most intensive 
needs, and address declining enrollment in Special Education Local Plan 
Areas (SELPA). In recent years, special education funding has not kept pace 
with the escalating costs. Since special education services are an entitlement 
for each child with a disability, local districts must utilize general fund 
revenues to meet the excess costs.  

AB 39 would increase the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) base, 
supplemental and concentration grant funding, to ensure that TUSD can 
grow and enrich its instructional programs to provide exceptional education 
for all students. Current LCFF funding levels do not keep pace with the 
massive growth in fixed costs such as employer pension contributions, 
health care, and special education services. California must look forward 
and specify new, higher LCFF funding. 

The School Board also approved its 2019 Legislative Platform for the 
Torrance Unified School District, as developed by the District's Legislative 
Action Committee: the mission of the District is to provide an educational 
program with high expectations for all to learn the academic, social, and 
emotional skills needed to become lifelong learners by offering a learning 
environment that inspires -- in its students and families -- the passion and 
the power to make positive life choices by becoming architects of their 
future. In order to achieve its mission, the District takes a proactive approach 
in the state legislative process, and has established the attached legislative 
platform for the 2019 legislative session: 1) Implement the Local Control 
Funding Formula; 2) Use Non-Proposition 98 Funding to Help Alleviate 
CalSTRS Contribution Rate Hikes; 3) Increase Funding for Special Education 
Programs; 4) Increase California’s Investment in Public Education for All 
Students K-12: 5)  Expedite the Release of Facilities; 6) State to Pay for State-
Mandated Cost Increases. 

Congratulations on West High being named a 2019 

California Distinguished School! 
Distinguished School award winners represent examples of not just 

excellent teaching, learning, and collaboration, but also highly successful 

school climate efforts ranging from real-time conflict 

resolution to positive behavior intervention. 

Congratulations to the West High School staff, students 

and school community! 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

West High School 

West High named a 2019 CA 
Exemplary Program in Arts 
Education school - Congratulations 
to their Visual and Performing Fine 
Arts Department! 

Congratulations to the Boys Soccer 
Team! They advanced to the CIF 
Southern Section Finals AND to the 
Southern Section State Finals! Tough 
loss to El Segundo in both games. 

Thoroughly Modern Mille will be 
performed by the West Theatre 
Department on April 3,4,5 and 6. 
Tickets go on sale NOW at WHS ASB 
or GoFan.co 

On April 26, West will host a 
Sustainable Fair in the Pavilion from 
4pm to 9pm. 

Jefferson Middle School 

JMS will celebrate their Teachers 
and Staff from April 22- April 26.  
Join the Jaguars by saying Thank You 
during this Appreciation Week. 

Anza Elementary 

Anza will hold their yearly Book Fair  
April 15 - April 19.  Come shop the 
book fair before and after school. 

On Thursday April 18 at 5pm join 
Anza at the Unplugged Night.  
Leave your phones at home. 

Kinder Roundup will be held 
Tuesday, April 30.  Please contact the 
school for more information. 

All Torrance Schools will be on 
Spring Break from April 8 - 12. 

http://GoFan.co
http://GoFan.co


Friends of The Library Book Sale
Location: Katy Geissert Civic Center Library 

The Friends of the Torrance Library offer a great selection of books on a vast 
array of topics, all at bargain prices.  

Friday, April 26- 2 - 6 p.m. Friends Members only -Join at the door for just $5! 

Saturday, April 27 - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Public Sale 

Sunday, April 28- 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. - Bag Sale, fill up a 
grocery bag for just $5 

For more information visit the Friends of the Torrance 
Library at www.friendsofthetorrancelibrary.org  
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Thank you to the 394 
members who have 
joined the 2019 
SWHOA!  
If you haven’t joined, 
please join now!  
This list is based on dues 
received from 2/7 to 3/6. 

Rita & Bud Carroll 
Glenn & Patty Cuppy 
Joan Grimsley* 
Bob & Herta Huff 
Diana Johnson* 
Donna O'Connell 
Earlene A. Parsons 
Mike & Julie Pinnella 
Joseph & Linda Ritacco 
Steve & Jill Ryniker* 
Masami & Cheryl Tachiyama 
Thomas & Kat Yeh 

*Charter Member: A charter member 
has been a member since SHA 
inception in 1975. 

Winter District 
Performances 

On April 25 the West High 
Entertainment Unit will be hosting 
a community event.  The Winter 
Color Guard and Percussion 
competition teams from all four 
Torrance High Schools will 
perform. Where: West High Gym               
Time: 7 - 9pm 
Food Court: 5:30pm 
Admission: FREE 
Come support West and enjoy an 
evening of great performances. 

Got News? 

If you have news related to births, 
deaths, marriages, new neighbors, 
school/neighborhood events etc.,  
we would love to hear about it; 
please email us at 
southwood.homeowners@gmail.com. 

Please remember all information must 
come directly from the family. 



SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING  DIRECTORY  
ART	CLASSES	for	kids	&	adults	•	kids	free	trial		•	3537	Torrance	Blvd.	#26	•	www.ArtExperienceStudio.com	…….………….……..…	365-9287	

AVON	•	To	buy	or	sell	Avon	•	Jennie	S.	Andersen	•	lnd	Sales	Rep	•	www.YourAvon.com/jandersen	•	SHA	Member……………..……316-1765	

BABCOCK	ASSOCIATES,	LTD	•	Property	Mgmt	Co	•	Serving	South	Bay	55	years	•	Karla	Richmond	•	SHA	Member	…………….…..…212-6660	

Carolyn	Finkenbeiner	•	Realtor	•	The	Real	Estate	Group	•	Lifelong	resident	of	the	beautiful	South	Bay	•	SHA	Member………….….	505-6767	

CORNERSTONE	•	Windows	&	Patio	Doors	•	Replacement	Experts	•	Entry	Doors	•		Shutters	•	Free	Estimates	•		Lic#	565275		
SHA	Member	•	Resident	&	Homeowner,	Tony	Szik	•	www.cornerstonewindows.com	……………….………..……………….……….		325-4700		

Ely	&	Son	Heating	&	A/C	•	serving	the	South	Bay	since	1971	•	Lic	568467	•	elyheatac@verizon.net	•	SHA	Member	……………..……540-3589	

FISCHER-LLC	•	Roofing	•	Exterior	Painting	•	Seamless	Rain	Gutters	•	Lic#1038635-B,	C-39,	C-33,	C-43	•	Southwood	Resident	60+yrs		
Licensed	•	Bonded	•	Workers	Comp	Ins	•	Liability	Ins	•	Bill	Fischer	•	SHA	Member	………………………………………………..……534-1462	

JIM	CULLETT	PLUMBING	&	ROOTER	•	IN	TORRANCE	SINCE	1980	•	S.L.	#389387	•	DRAIN	&	SEWER	CLEANING	•	PIPE	LOCATING			
GENERAL	RESIDENTIAL	REPAIRS	&	INSTALLATIONS	………………………………………….………………..………	792-9008	OR	CELL	634-8488	

JOHN	KOWAN	TERMITE	CONTROL	•	Owner	Operated	•	Serving	the	Southbay	over	30	years	•	Southwood	Resident	&	Homeowner					
www.johnkowantermite.com	•	email	kowantermite@verizon.net	•	SHA	Member	………………………………..………….……..….		540-2395		

Kathryn	Goodrich	Garden	Designs:	Creating	inviting	outdoor	spaces	in	the	South	Bay	•	SHA	Member……………….………..……….		294-0510	

Kimberly	Doner	•	Douglas	Elliman	•	Southwood	Resident	&	Specialist•	www.kimberlydoner.com	•	SHA	Member………….…..……720-7933	

Marilyn	Wrightsman	-	Realtor	•		KW	South	Bay	•	“Count	on	Marilyn	Every	Step	of	the	Way”	………………………………….……..…508-7653	

MUSIC	LESSONS	•	Piano.Guitar.Ukulele	•	Teaching	45	years	locally	•	All	ages	•	Rosine	Sorbom	•	SHA	Member	………………..……	316-3592	

NARR	FAMILY	CHILD	CARE		•	Jody	Narr	•	Infant	-	5	yrs.	•	Since	2005	•	Lic.	197412382	•	SHA	Member……………..……………	………316-5791	

OAKLEY	PLUMBING	•	Clog	Removal	•	Leak	Repair	•	Faucets	•	Toilets	•	Valves	•	Water	Heaters	•	Garbage	Disposals	•	Gas	Piping		
Sewer	•	Video	&	Locating	•	Free	Estimates	•	Reasonable	Rates	•	Lic	#926402	•	Bonded	&	Insured	•	SHA	Member	…………………	200-5431	

O’Neil	&	Associates	Realtors	•	3987	Pacific	Coast	Highway	•	Torrance	90505	•	SHA	Member	……….………	Office:	370-1020	or	Cell:	365-6846	

Rahul	&	Surbhi	Bhagat	•	Realty	ONE	Group	•	Residential	Real	Estate	Specialist	•	Rahul@propertycove.com	•	SHA	Member	……..…753-7016	

South	Bay	Financial	Partners	help	you	define,	plan	and	achieve	your	dreams	by	utilizing	your	money	effectively.	We	are	your	financial	
partner	and	work	with	families	not	just	when	there's	a	problem	but	for	generations	•	www.southbayfinancialpartners.com	………	792-4189	

SOUTHWOOD	PRE-SCHOOL	•	Len	Ingalls	•	SHA	Member……………………………………………………………….………….………	540-9084	

TAYLOR	ROOFING	•	Roofing	the	South	Bay	since	1971	•	Rod	Taylor	•	Fully	Insured	•	Lic.	399009	•	SHA	Member	…………………….	378-7733	

THE	BEST	HANDYMAN	•	Indoor	&	Outdoor	Fix-It	Projects	and	Renovations	•	Minor	Plumbing	&	Electrical	•	Grab	Bars	•	Gutter			
Cleaning	•	Gate	&	Fence	Repairs	•	Fully	Insured	•	Reliable,	Professional,	&	Knowledgeable	•	Larry	Corrao	•	SHA	Member	………..		722-6025	

VALENTINE	CONSTRUCTION	•	Kitchen	&	Bathroom	Remodels	•	Room	Additions	•	Home	Repairs	•	Decks		&	Fences	•	Doors	&	Windows					
35	Years’	Experience	•	Free	Estimates	•	Fully	Insured	•	License		655063		•	Resident/SHA	Member	………………………………..……	749-5571	

VICTOR	THE	BODY	MAN	•	Autobody	work	and	paint	•	Well-known	in	the	Southbay	•	Offering	excellent	repair	work	at	low	prices…503-0566	

WOODS	ACE	HARDWARE	•	Serving	Southwood	and	its	neighbors	since	1954	•	John	Spreitzer	•	SHA	Member		
M-F:	8	AM-7	PM.	Sat:	8	AM	-	6	PM.	Sun:	9	AM	-	5	PM	•	www.woodshardware.com	……	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	……………………………………	540-5355	

We still have ad space, don’t miss out on reaching 2300 homes EVERY month! 
		

For	advertising	information,	email	southwood.homeowners@gmail.com		or	call	424.226.6428	
All	advertisers	phone	numbers	are	in	the	310	area	code.	

Please support the Southwood Advertisers.
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