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SOUTHWOOD 
Homeowners Association Newsletter 

December Calendar 

Torrance City Council Meetings 

7 p.m. via Teleconference 

12.1, 12.8 & 12.15 

12.22 & 12.29 – no meetings 
 

Torrance Planning Commission 

Meetings 
7 p.m. via Teleconference 

12.2 & 12.16 

 

Torrance Traffic Commission 

7 p.m. via Teleconference 

12.7 

 

TUSD Board Meeting 

7 p.m. via Teleconference 

12.14 

 

Torrance Park & Rec Commission 

7 p.m. via Teleconference 

12.9 

 

Del Amo Mall 

Back to Normal Operating Hours 

Monday – Friday: 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Sunday: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

Holiday Hours: 

Christmas Eve: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Christmas: Closed 

New Year’s Eve: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

New Year’s Day: 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

 

Madrona Marsh Now Open More 

Days  
On October 19, Madrona Marsh 

added two days to their schedule. 

Hours of operation are now Tuesday 

– Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Entry is on a first-come, first-serve 

basis. Please follow CDC guidelines: 

wear a mask, use hand sanitizer and 

practice social distancing. 

 

 

Southwood Homeowners Association 
4733 Torrance Blvd. #155 

424.226.6428 
southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/southwoodHOA 

Message from Your President 
Happy Holidays, everyone! This is the time to spread some cheer – now more 

than ever. If you are thinking about giving to those in need this season, there are 

many local organizations that could use your help. The City of Torrance lists 

many reputable, local nonprofits on their Torrance Cares Connections website. 

Go to www.cityoftorranceca.com/tcconnections.html.  

 

Thank you to those who have already joined/renewed their Southwood 

memberships! We have 160 memberships so far – our goal is 500. Please send 

in your membership form today (printed on page 3), or go online to 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join to join/renew. Your membership dues 

support the monthly newsletter, an annual scholarship and gifts to our local 

elementary and middle schools.  

 

Along with our usual front door delivery of the Newsletter, we are now also 

sending a monthly email with a link to the Newsletter. This is so you can 

easily click on any of the referenced links. Of course, if we don’t have your 

email, we can’t send it to you. So, please join SHA to get the Newsletter sent to 

your inbox, along with occasional informational emails about issues that affect 

our neighborhood.  

 

Are you a business owner who would like to advertise to the 2,200 

Southwood area households that receive the monthly SHA Newsletter? Contact 

us if you are interested in placing a one ($100) or two ($200) line ad on the 

Newsletter’s back page for the year. Priority is given to the businesses that are 

renewing their ads. However, we will take new ads on a first-come, first-serve 

basis. When your business purchases a back page ad, you may also advertise on 

the “Business Partners” page of our website for only $25 for the year (a business 

card format ad). Contact us at the email or phone listed below.  

 

Finally, I wanted to bring to your attention Mayor Furey’s interesting “Virtual 

State of the City Address” that took place on October 22. Mayor Furey 

reflected on the obstacles Torrance encountered in 2020 including the Cyber 

Incident, COVID19, Civil Unrest and the Torrance Cares Campaign and gave 

insight to plans of recovery. His 22 minute speech was followed by a Q&A 

from members of the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce. You can watch the 

recordings or read the transcript at www.TorranceCA.Gov/StateOfTheCity. 

 

Laurie Craig, SHA President 

 

mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA/
http://www.cityoftorranceca.com/tcconnections.html
http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
http://www.torranceca.gov/StateOfTheCity


2 December 2020 

s 

e 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New Businesses in 

Torrance 

Amazon Warehouse 

Correction: Last month’s newsletter 

reported the old Costco site on 

Skypark sold for $581 million 

dollars. The actual cost was $81 

million dollars.  
 

ALDI Grocery Store,  

Chick-fil-A, Bank 

All three will replace PV Bowl on 

Crenshaw. 
 

Raising Cane’s 

A wildly popular fast food restaurant 

specializing in chicken fingers will 

replace Pier 1 Imports on 

Hawthorne. 
 

Hobby Lobby 

It will be at the former Toys R Us 

site. The grand opening is scheduled 

for Monday, February 1, 2021.  
 

Randy’s Donuts & Jersey Mike’s 

Subs 

These two businesses will be next 

door to each other in a new building 

near Olive Garden Restaurant at 

23330 Hawthorne Blvd.  
 

S-Mart 

The Korean market by Hannam 

Company is replacing Sports Chalet.  
 

Touchstone Climbing 

To be located at the former Buy Buy 

Baby location on Torrance Blvd., 

Touchstone is the largest indoor 

climbing company in the world with 

twelve unique gyms throughout 

California. 
 

PCH Mexican Grill and Seafood 

Completed and open for business at 

3737 PCH near Best Buy. 

 

Scanning Southwood 
 

If you have news to share related 

to births, deaths, marriages, new 

jobs, just moved in, moving away, 

etc., please let us know. Call us at 

424.226.6428 or email us at 
southwood.homeowners@gmail.com. 

 

 

Torrance City Council (10.20 & 10.27 meetings) 
By Jane Roseman 
 

 Coyote trapping contract was renewed for October through March. Would like 

year round trapping, but cost is a factor. May get more bids. Coyotes come 

into Torrance from surrounding cities that do not have a trapping plan. 

 The City received a $50,000 grant from the South Bay Council of 

Governments to organize services for the homeless. 

 Mayor Furey met with Torrance Memorial and Little Company of Mary. The 

hospitals are ready with beds, PPE, ventilators and the availability of more 

beds if necessary.   

 The batting cages at Wilson Park have reopened.  

 Relay for Life raised $120,000 virtually in one day for cancer research and 

patient programs. 

 Senator Steven Bradford, who represents part of our city spoke to the council.  

There will be no cuts and no new taxes in the new state budget. The state did 

need to access the “rainy day” fund. 

 Seaside Ranchos Holiday Light Display will happen this year. There will be 

parking on one side only, twenty additional trash bins, two light boards to 

assist with traffic control, and a webpage for additional COVID information. 

 Torrance Community Transit Program will extend the Senior and Disabled 

Dial-a-Taxi Programs until the end of the year. These programs enable 

participants to purchase credits for taxi rides at a discounted personal cost. 

The programs will be revisited in 2021 and possibly add veterans. 

 The Mayor asked that we be mindful of safety measures posted at the parks. 

 Please see Mayor Pat Furey’s social media sites for updates from the mayor: 

Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.  

Torrance School Board Report 
By Kim Nokes 

 

School Board Election Results 

Jasmine Park and Anil Muhammed were elected from a field of four candidates to 

serve on the Torrance School Board. Muhammed and Park, who each had about 

28% of the vote, will replace outgoing board members, Don Lee and Terry 

Ragins, whose terms expire next month.  
 

School Board Meeting Minutes 

At the Board meeting on November 9, Interim School Superintendent Dr. Tim 

Stowe presented a reopening update. Currently, approximately 1500 students have 

returned to school campuses for in-person specialized services, self-contained 

special education, learning support (ELL, Foster, Homeless, and Others), and 

sports conditioning. Dr. Stowe stated that LA County Health Department staff 

have visited schools and the schools were found to have performed “very well” in 

following Covid-19 Health Guidelines. 
 

Dr. Stowe also discussed the District’s next steps for reopening, which include:  

1. Return to school for the youngest high needs students (Transitional 

Kindergarten, Kindergarten and 1st grade);  

2. Apply for TK-2nd Grade Waiver at each elementary school to allow students to 

return to school; and  

3. Maintain current services being provided to high needs students. 
 

Dr. Stowe emphasized the importance of involving stakeholders in all decisions, 

and in following County Public Health guidelines to ensure the health and safety 

of students and staff. 
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Southwood Homeowners Association, Inc. 4733 Torrance Boulevard, #155, 90503  

Membership Application southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

 

Annual Dues run from January through December. New members’ voting rights begin 30 days after receipt of dues. 

Please check appropriate category (only one fee is required per address):    

Voting Member – Residing within the Southwood Area: ..........................................................  $20.00 

 Non-Voting Member – Residing outside the Southwood Area: ................................................  $25.00 

Checks payable to “Southwood Homeowners Association”. 

Yes, I want my Membership Card:           Let me know if I can help (observer, special events):  

 

Name of Member(s):_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________City: _____________________ Zip: _____________ 

 

Email Address (please PRINT): _____________________________________________  Phone: ___________________ 

 

Optional donation to support SHA scholarships, school gifts, etc.: $ ________________________________ (Thank you!) 

  

Additional Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(We never share your email, etc. with any third parties. Emails used for monthly newsletters, voting and occasional notices.)  

Thank you to all who have joined the 2021 Southwood Homeowners Association 
 This list is based on dues received up to 11.11. Additional names will be listed in January’s newsletter.  

 Lester & Judy Alexander 

Nancy Anderson 

Mary Archer 

Chris & Nita Arora 

Randy & Rana Baba 

Elizabeth A Babbitt 

Bill & Betsy Bailey 

Vonnie & Darryl Beckman* 

Jim & Teresa Biedenbender 

Daniel & Cheryl Blake 

Michael & Donna Bosack 

Darlene Bowen 

Ron & Jane Brookshire 

Matt & Claudia Brubaker 

Joan & William Campbell 

Donna & Ed Candioty 

Alison & Tom Capparelli 

Steven & JoAnn Carriger 

Shawn Carroll 

Steven & Judith Chamberlain 

Susan Guidos and Jimeigh & 

Elizabeth Chapman 

Mark & Nancy Chen* 

David & Helen Cheshire 

Niki Christopher 

Val & Rebecca Clark* 

William & Susan Cochrane 

Leslie & Casey Collins 

Alfred Cooper 

Brad & Laurie Craig 

Sandy Craig 

Carlos  & Eva Cruz-Aedo 

Robert & Julia Dances 

Dan & Sandy Debevec 

Kha & Phuong Do 

Lori & Chuck Edwards 

Howard & Noeline Elexis 

Joseph Ellis & Robert Ellis 

Wayne & Jeanie Ely 

Joy & Bob Feldman 

 

Carla Ferreyra 

Pascal & Carolyn Finkenbeiner 

William & Shelly Fischer 

Joseph & Lois Fortunato 

Dan Delfoss & Jan Franklin 

Gordon B. & Yin-Fong Franks 

James & Donna Frobish 

Tom & Anita Frost 

Susan & Paul Fukuda 

Raymond & Glenda Fukunaga 

Monte & Jean Furuya* 

Heinrich & Jennifer Gerhardt 

Lynn & Tom Gibson 

George & Janet Gilley 

Joanie Grudt* 

Joseph Gualtiere 

Paul & Jackie Guerrero 

Toni & Ruben Gurrola 

Eldino Defensor & Gary Hallam 

Mary Halligan 

Bruce & Gail Harris 

Matthew & Barbara Harris 
Dane & Sue Harrison 

Tom & Kim Hascup 

Diane & Bill Hathaway* 

Fred & Rita Hauer 

Jim & Julia Heard 

Susan & Dan Heflinger 

K & B Heidebrecht 

Karen Baillie & Carol Hemker 

Jackson Henry 

Patricia & Jerry Hershberg 

Richard & Kathy Hills 

Jerry & Pam Hilty* 

Randy & Christine Hollis 

Robert & Joyce Huebner 

Beverly Iba 

Andy & Machiko Irie 

Linda Just 

Joshua & Selilah Kalev 

 

Robert & Helen Kessenich 

Kenneth & Deborah King 

Doug & Ginger Krauss 

Fran & Dick Krebs* 

Dale & Alison Krumland 

Arthur Kuwahara 

Evelyn Laney 

Ted & Patricia Leavenworth 

Jean & Don Lee 

Mitch & Lara Levine 

Dave & Pat Lewis 

Priscilla Lewis* 

Howard & Mary Jo Little 

Raymond & Andrea Livingston 

Gary & Susan MacLean 

Jean & Craig Manning 

Joanne Marks 

Glenna Marshall 

Jeremy & Caroline Martinez 

Jill & Chris Matthews 

R. Maughan 

Dennis & Barbara McCamant* 

Dan & Betty Lillie McCarthy 

Robert & Ruth McMillen 

Tracy McMorris 

Violet Meeks 

Frank & Lyn Miles* 

Elaine & Donald Miyagi 

Sandi Monda* 

Joanne & Jason Moore 

Dennis & Velda Morioka 

Allen & Vivien Morita 

Jerry & Kathy Morrison 
Chuck & Ruth Murrey 

Craig & Jody Narr 

Eloise Norton* 

Connie  & family Notch 

John & LaFaun Nuchols 

Susan Griffith & John O Brien 

Donna O'Connell 

 

Jarlath & Diane Oley 

Gary & Verne Palmer 

Robert Pfaff 

Sam & Milly Quan 

Karla & Guy Richmond 

Ram & Reyna Rivas 

Geoff & Donna Rizzo 

Joe & Sue Robelotto 

Denis & Valerie Rodgers 

Dottie & Jon Rodman 

Raul & Maritza Rodriguez 

Patricia Schiappa 

Chuck & Mary Schreiber* 

Sondra Scofield 

Betty Sessions 

James & Michelle Shank 

James "Steven"& Anita Shearer* 

Lowell F. & Joan Shields 

Mel & Desiree Solberg 

Jim & Lana Speer 

John & Donna Spreitzer 

Ray & Susan Starbuck 

Bonnie & Sam Strangis 

Tim & Catherine Sullivan 

Beth Ann Sutton* 

Kathy Takemura 

Debra L Tearington 

Anita & Glenn Thomas 

David Tressel 

Crystal & Thanathep Trinooson 

Michael & Kathy Valentine 

Joseph & Grace Velez 

Ron Wong & Sylvia Webber 

Greg & Sarah Webster 

John & Rosie Wider 

Allan & Jennifer Will 

Michael & Lauren Williams 

Lynne Woike 

Howard & Marilee Wood* 

Mark & Mary Ann Yano 

Yunfeng Shao & Jinghua Zhou 
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For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code. 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 
 

 
 
 

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC • William Snelson • Financial Advisor • Vice President • 2029 Century Park E, Ste 2550, LA, CA 90067 
18-year Southwood resident • Financial Planning • Investment Management • Estate and Retirement Planning • SHA Member .............977-1295 
 

www.ArtExperienceStudio.com .........................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Kids free trial • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 

www.YourAvon.com/jandersen AVON • To buy or sell Avon • Jennie S. Andersen • lnd Sales Rep • • SHA Member ................................316-1765 
 
BABCOCK ASSOCIATES, LTD • Property Mgmt Co • Serving South Bay 55 years • Karla Richmond • SHA Member .....................................212-6660 
 
CAROLYN FINKENBEINER • The Real Estate Group • Lifelong resident and caring professional • SHA Member ..........................................505-6767 
 
CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Shutters • Free Estimates • License #565275  

www.cornerstonewindows.comSHA Member • Resident & Homeowner, Tony Szik •  ..............................................................................325-4700  
 

elyheatac@verizon.net ELY & SON HEATING & A/C • Serving the South Bay since 1971 • License #568467 • • SHA Member ....................540-3589 
 
FISCHER-LLC • Roofing • Exterior Painting • Seamless Rain Gutters • License #1038635-B, C-39, C-33, C-43 • Southwood Resident 60+ yrs  
Licensed • Bonded • Workers Comp Ins • Liability Ins • Bill Fischer • SHA Member ...................................................................................534-1462 
 
JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................... 792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 
JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 30 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 

www.kimberlydoner.com KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 75 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 30 five-star reviews on Yelp ..............................................................................720-7933 
 
MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 
OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Sewer • Videoing & Locating • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member .......................200-5431 
 
O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 • SHA Member ....................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 
POSTAL SOLUTIONS INC • Owned & Veteran operated • Notary Public No Appt Necessary • Shipping: FedEx, USPS, UPS, DHL • Printing 
Private Mailboxes & Package Receiving • Serving Southwood for 40 yrs, Arnie Goldstein • 4733 Torrance Blvd • SHA Member................371-7184  
 

RE/MAX ESTATE PROPERTIES, Carol Hemker #01879270 & Vista Sotheby’s Intl, Karen Baillie #01181250 – A Team for You ...... 529-2043/749-7653 
 
SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS brings together passionate young adults, helping them master the intimidating world of money within a 
community of fun, like-minded people working towards one common goal: living an amazing life ................. yafl.southbayfinancialpartners.com   
 
SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • SHA Member ...........................................................................................................................540-9084 
 
TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 
THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 
VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years’ Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ...........................................................749-5571 
 
VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
 
WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  

www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355 
 

SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 
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