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Message from Your President 
 

Happy New Year! I hope you and your family had a wonderful holiday 

season. This new year promises to be a most interesting one with issues 

close to home being decided via our city elections on March 3, 2020, and 

issues concerning our whole nation being voted on in the California 

presidential primary (taking place in March instead of June) and the general 

election in November.  
 

The Southwood Homeowners Association Newsletter strives to keep you 

informed of the most pertinent issues affecting our city and neighborhood. If 

you haven’t done so already, please support us by becoming a member. We 

are at 269 members – only 54% of our goal of 500 members. 
 

Your support allows us to continue the monthly newsletters and candidate 

forums (one is planned for February 5 – see article on page 2). In addition, 

your membership fees go toward a scholarship awarded to a West High 

senior, and a special wish-list donation to Anza Elementary and/or Jefferson 

Middle School. Supporting education in our community is one way we 

maintain the value of our Southwood neighborhood. 
 

Please fill out the short membership application on page 3 and mail it in 

with your check to the address on the form. Please include your email as 

this is how we conduct our voting of officers once a year and on rare 

occasions, we may want to communicate time sensitive issues. We never 

share your email address. 
 

As a side note, we will soon be unveiling the Southwood Homeowners 

Association website! Emi Morimoto has been hard at work behind the 

scenes developing an informative and visually beautiful website highlighting 

many local landmarks. We are also looking at adding PayPal or something 

similar to provide another option for membership sign ups. 
 

Thank you to all who have already joined SHA for 2020! We truly 

appreciate your kind words and support! Please feel free to drop us an email 

or phone call anytime with any questions or suggestions. 
 

Laurie Craig, SHA President 
 

January Calendar 

Torrance City Council Meetings 

7 p.m. at 3031 Torrance Blvd. 

1.14 & 1.28 

1.7 & 1.21 – no meetings 

 

Torrance Planning Commission 

Meetings 
7 p.m. at 3031 Torrance Blvd. 

1.15 

 

TUSD Board Meeting 

7 p.m. at 2336 Plaza Del Amo 

1.21, Tuesday 

 

Friends of the Library Book Sale 

1.25, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

1.26, 1-4 p.m. 

Katy Geissert Civic Center Library 

3301 Torrance Blvd. 

 

City of Torrance Programs & 

Classes 

Registration now open 

Classes begin week of 1.20 

 

TUSD Vaping Town Hall 

Meeting 

2.5, 6-8 p.m. 

West High School 

20401 Victor St. 

 

Torrance Historical Society 

Museum 

Wed., Thurs., & Sun., 1-4 p.m. 

1345 Post Ave. 

 

 

 

For information on these events 

+ MANY more events, go to 

www.torranceca.gov  
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Torrance City Council Candidates Forum 
 

Torrance will be having its first by-district election for Torrance City Council 

members on March 3, 2020. Torrance residents no longer vote for the six 

council members at-large. Instead, six districts have been established and 

residents within a district only vote for the one council member who will 

represent their district. Elections for districts 2, 4 and 6 will be held in March 

and elections for districts 1, 3 and 5 take place in 2022. Southwood area falls 

within the District 2 boundaries. 
 

There are 2 forums planned for District 2 candidates: 

 Monday, January 13 (Sponsored by West Torrance HOA) 

Bert Lynn Middle School 

6:30 p.m. candidates arrive, 7:00 p.m. forum begins 

 Wednesday, February 5 (Sponsored by Southwood HOA) 

Anza Elementary School 

6:30 p.m. candidates arrive, 7:00 p.m. forum begins 

 

Please plan on attending  

one or both of the forums.  

The candidates for District 2  

are George Chen and Geoff  

Rizzo. 
 

For the February 5 forum  

sponsored by SHA, we  

encourage you to contact  

us with any questions you  

have for the candidates  

either by phone or email  

(contact info on page 1). We  

will ask these questions and  

more that evening, so be  

sure to come to the forum to  

hear their answers! 
 

For information on the  

districts, candidates, and 

issues that will be on the  

March 3 ballot, go to  

www.TorranceVotes.org. 

Board of Education 

Observer Report 
Welcome Parents & Community 

Partners! 
 

Student success and achievement 

is a shared responsibility between 

home and school. It is TUSD’s 

goal to have parents and 

community partners involved and 

engaged in a variety of ways to 

ensure students are successful. The 

Building Bridges project was 

created to improve student 

services, promote overall 

student/family wellness, and build 

a better learning environment for 

TUSD students through 

family/community involvement.   
 

Please join us! You can be 

involved in a variety of ways, 

whatever works for you. Parents 

can attend workshops, speakers, 

events, join the TUSD and South 

Bay Families Connected online 

community, provide feedback 

through our district survey, or get 

involved at your child's 

school. Community partners can 

join our collaborative that meets 

monthly to coordinate effective 

service delivery and collaborate on 

joint efforts. For questions or 

feedback, please contact the 

Coordinator of Parent/Community 

Engagement, Nancy Gutierrez, at 

gutierrez.nancy@tusd.org. 
 

Scanning Southwood 
 

 Thanks for everything you do 

and a special thanks to Laurie 

for volunteering to be President! 

 43 years! Bravo! 

 Thanks for keeping us 

informed! 

If you have news to share related 

to births, deaths, marriages, new 

jobs, just moved in, moving away, 

etc., please let us know. Call us at 

424.226.6428 or email us at 
southwood.homeowners@gmail.com. 

 

City Council Votes for Sales Tax Increase Measure 
 

 

 

District 2 Election Map 

At the December 3 City Council meeting, council members voted to place a 

conditional ¾ cent sales tax increase on the ballot for March. The additional sales 

tax would not be levied unless the county wins approval of its own sales tax 

increase. Since the Torrance city sales tax increase would kick in first, the extra 

income will go to Torrance instead of the county. The reason for the proposed 

increase in the Torrance city sales tax is to help pay for the unpaid pension 

liabilities that are eating into the city’s operating budget.   

 

http://www.torrancevotes.org/
mailto:gutierrez.nancy@tusd.org
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
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 ..................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Membership Application  
 

Annual Dues run from January through December. New members’ voting rights begin 30 days after receipt of dues. 

 

Please check appropriate category (only one fee is required per address): 

 Voting Member – Residing within the Southwood Area ........................................................  $20.00 

 Non-Voting Member – Residing outside the Southwood Area ..............................................  $25.00 

 

Yes, I want my Membership Card:  Let me know if I can help (observer, special events): 

 

Name of Member(s):  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________________________  City:  _________________  Zip: _____________ 

 

Email Address (please PRINT): ____________________________________________ Phone:  _________________ 

 

Optional donation to support SHA scholarships, school gifts, etc.: $ _____________________________ (Thank you!) 

 

Additional Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(We never share your email, phone or address with any 3

rd
 parties. Emails used for voting and occasional notices only.)  

Torrance Historical 

Society 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How well do you know our city? 

Take this quiz to find out: 

1. How old is the City of 

Torrance? 

2. What year did Torrance enter 

its first float in the Rose 

Parade? 

3. What was the form of public 

transportation in Torrance in 

the early years? 

4. Who was our first directly 

elected mayor? 

Visit the Torrance Historical 

Society and Museum to learn more 

about our city’s rich history.  

www.torrancehistoricalsociety.org 
 
 
 
 

Early Police Department 

Thank you  to all who have joined the 2020    

 Southwood Homeowners Association 
 

Ken & Kathy Lee 

Pat & Dave Lewis 

Joanne Marks 

Glenna Marshall 

Jill & Chris Matthews 

Frank & Lyn Miles* 

Craig E. & Lois Miller 

Larry & Linda Morford 

Wally & Ursula Murker 

Connie & Francis Notch 

Rick & Cindy Parr 

Geoff & Donna Rizzo 

Jon & Dottie Rodman 

Edward & Chikako Roper 

Jane Roseman 

 

Bennett & Monique Akker 

Dan & Christel Bochard 

Bruce & Judy Brilhart 

Jane & Ron Brookshire 

Yanhe Lue & Yan Cai 

Elena Castillo 

Sharon Tedsen & Mike Cox 

Jean Y. Coyle* 

Glenn & Patty Cuppy 

Steve & Sarah D'Anjou 

Genie Doi 

John & Sharon Federle 

Susan C. & Dane Harrison 

Randy & Christine Hollis 

Gavin & Traci Iwanaka 
 

*Charter Members 

Marc & Bessie Saldana 

Mike & Elaine Sams 

Sondra Scofield 

Eric & Melody Seifried 

Thomas & Antoinette Sexton 

Paul & Christine Shiosaki 

John & Donna Spreitzer 

Mas & Cheryl Tachiyama 

Rod & Kathleen K. Taylor 

Howard & Barbara Thomas 

Lynn Thomas* 

Mary Willenbrecht 

Thomas & Kat Yeh 

Gloria Younkin* 

Marlys Zotti 

 

Answers: 1. 107 years, 2. 1914, 3. Red Cars, 

4. Albert Eisen 

Southwood Homeowners Association, Inc. 

4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, Torrance, CA 90503 

 

It’s not too late to join! Please mail the application form below along with 

your check (made out to “Southwood Homeowners Association”) to the 

address on the form. THANK YOU! 

 

 

“Supporting education…is one 

way we maintain the value of 

our Southwood neighborhood.” 

“We are at 269 members –  

only 54% of our goal of 500.” 

This list is based on dues received from 11.10 to 12.6. Additional names will 

be listed in February’s newsletter.  

 

http://www.torrancehistoricalsociety.org/
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For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code. 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 
 

 
 
 

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC • William Snelson • Financial Advisor • Vice President • 2029 Century Park E, Ste 2550, LA, CA 90067 
18-year Southwood resident • Financial Planning • Investment Management • Estate and Retirement Planning • SHA Member .............977-1295 
 

www.ArtExperienceStudio.com .........................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Kids free trial • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 

www.YourAvon.com/jandersen AVON • To buy or sell Avon • Jennie S. Andersen • lnd Sales Rep • • SHA Member ................................316-1765 
 
BABCOCK ASSOCIATES, LTD • Property Mgmt Co • Serving South Bay 55 years • Karla Richmond • SHA Member .....................................212-6660 
 
CAROLYN FINKENBEINER • The Real Estate Group • Lifelong resident and caring professional • SHA Member ..........................................505-6767 
 
CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Shutters • Free Estimates • License #565275  

www.cornerstonewindows.comSHA Member • Resident & Homeowner, Tony Szik •  ..............................................................................325-4700  
 

elyheatac@verizon.net ELY & SON HEATING & A/C • Serving the South Bay since 1971 • License #568467 • • SHA Member ....................540-3589 
 
FISCHER-LLC • Roofing • Exterior Painting • Seamless Rain Gutters • License #1038635-B, C-39, C-33, C-43 • Southwood Resident 60+ yrs  
Licensed • Bonded • Workers Comp Ins • Liability Ins • Bill Fischer • SHA Member ...................................................................................534-1462 
 
JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................... 792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 
JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 30 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 

www.kimberlydoner.com KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 75 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 30 five-star reviews on Yelp ..............................................................................720-7933 
 
MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 
OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Sewer • Videoing & Locating • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member .......................200-5431 
 
O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 • SHA Member ....................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 
POSTAL SOLUTIONS INC • Owned & Veteran operated • Notary Public No Appt Necessary • Shipping: FedEx, USPS, UPS, DHL • Printing 
Private Mailboxes & Package Receiving • Serving Southwood for 40 yrs, Arnie Goldstein • 4733 Torrance Blvd • SHA Member................371-7184  
 

Rahul@propertycove.comRAHUL & SURBHI BHAGAT • Realty ONE Group • Residential Real Estate Specialist •  • SHA Member ..............753-7016 
 
SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS brings together passionate young adults, helping them master the intimidating world of money within a 
community of fun, like-minded people working towards one common goal: living an amazing life………..………yafl.southbayfinancialpartners.com   
 
SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • SHA Member ...........................................................................................................................540-9084 
 
TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 
THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 
VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years’ Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ...........................................................749-5571 
 
VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
 
WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  

www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355 

 

“The SHA business listing is my go-to for home services. It’s like Angie’s List, but better because I know they are neighbors.” 
-SHA Neighbor  

 

SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 
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