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SOUTHWOOD 
Homeowners Association Newsletter 

May Calendar 

Torrance City Council Meetings 

6:30 p.m. at 3031 Torrance Blvd. 
5.7 & 5.21 

 

TUSD Board Meetings 

7 p.m. TUSD Board Room 

2336 Plaza del Amo 

5.6 & 5.20 

 

Senior Arts & Crafts Faire 

One-of-a-kind gifts, card making, 

snack bar, and music. 

9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Ken Miller Recreation Center 

5.4 

 

Seaside Heroes Park 

Beautification 

8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

22812 Katherine Ave. 

5.11 

 

Letter Carrier’s Stamp Out 

Hunger Food Drive 

Leave bag of canned foods for postal 

carrier to pick up  

5.11 

 

Armed Forces Day Parade 

1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Torrance Blvd. between Crenshaw 

Blvd. & Madrona Ave. 

5.18 

 

Board Members 

Needed! 

Our numbers have dwindled and we 

need more residents to join our 

Southwood HOA board. Be our 

guest at the next board meeting May 

2, 7:00 p.m. Contact us at  

 

Southwood Homeowners Association 
4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, 90503 

424.226.6428 

southwood.homeowners@gmail.com 

Facebook.com/southwoodHOA 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com 

 

 

All residents are invited! 
 

Southwood Homeowners Association 
 

General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Anza Elementary School Cafeteria 
21400 Ellinwood Dr. 

 

 

Let’s have a great turnout! Please mark your calendars and 

plan to attend. We will have speakers on interesting topics 

and honor our SHA Scholarship winner as well. 

 

Newly Elected District 2 Councilmember 

Bridgett Lewis 
 

Torrance Police Department 

Community Lead Officers 

Traffic Division – ebikes 
 

City of Torrance 

Homeless Outreach Team 
 

Show your community spirit and join us for an informative 

and celebratory evening! 
 

The meeting will also be live-streamed and recorded. Please go to 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com or our Facebook page for the links. 

mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA/
http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA


2 May 2024 

Torrance Landmarks Recognized 
 

In 1983, the Torrance Historical Society began a program of placing 

bronze plaques on Torrance landmarks that merited recognition. To date, 

13 plaques have been placed on landmarks throughout Torrance: 
 

1. Torrance Public Library, 1345 Post Ave., 1936-1978 

2. Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Co., 1266 Sartori Ave., 1928-1953 

3. U.S. Post Office, 1433 Marcelina Ave., 1936 

4. Torrance City Hall, 1511 Cravens Ave., 1936-1956 

5. Jared Sidney Torrance Memorial Hospital, 1425 Engracia Ave., 1924-

1971 

6. Torrance Woman's Club, 1422 Engracia Ave., Est. 1921-Built 1925 

7. Torrance High School, 2000 Carson. First property in Torrance to be 

placed on the National Register of Historic Places., 1983 

8. Fern Avenue School, 1314 Fern Ave., Est. 1929-Built 1932. Placed on 

the National Register of Historic Places, 1992 

9. Miramar Park (Torrance Beach) Site of Hollywood Riviera Beach 

Club, 1931-1958. Historic Societies of Torrance and Redondo Beach 

10. Methodist Episcopal Church, 1551 El Prado, Est. 1922-Built 1923.  

11. Pacific Electric Railway - El Prado Bridge, Torrance Blvd., west of 

Western Avenue. On the National Register of Historic Places, 1989 

12. Pacific Electric Railway Station: The Depot, Built 1912. Depot 

function ceased in 1981 under the ownership of Southern Pacific 

Transportation Company 

13. The Rocketship, Los Arboles “Rocketship” Park, 1960, Restored 1992 
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Southwood Student Heading to Japan 
 

The annual student cultural exchange program with Kashiwa, Japan 

announced the Torrance students who will be spending three weeks in 

Japan this summer. 
 

Amongst the eight delegates is our own Southwood resident and SHA 

board member, John-Milo Ernst. John-Milo has been covering the 

Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission in our 

newsletters. John-Milo described the selection process and his reasons for 

applying to the program:  
 

“The Torrance Sister City Association held two months of activities and 

events for the applicants, giving the selection committee opportunity to 

choose the right representatives of Torrance. In addition to attending TSCA 

events like the annual potluck reunion, the applicants were interviewed in 

multiple settings. We even met the selection committee at Mitsuwa market 

where they met our families and ate dinner with us. Eight students were 

selected out of 14 who applied. 
 

I applied for the exchange program to learn more about Japanese culture 

and the language, especially since I’ve been immersed in Torrance’s 

Japanese community my whole life. I wanted to meet people from across 

the world, understand a foreign culture, and of course, try lots of new food. 

And now I will be able to experience these things this summer.” 

 

Torrance Population 
 

Below is a chart of the Torrance 

population since 1920. In 1920, 

there were 1,011 people in Torrance. 

We’ve grown to 143,057 in 2023. 

It’s interesting to note that the 

population trended downwards in 

2023 for the first time since 1980. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s the Torrance population by 

generation for 2023:  
 

Greatest Gen (1945/earlier): 6.5% 

Baby Boomer (1946-1964):  22% 

Generation X (1965-1980): 22.4% 

Millennial (1981-1998): 22.8% 

Generation Z (1999-2016): 20% 

Alpha (2017-Present): 6.3% 

 

 

Time to Smile 
 

Will glass coffins be a success? 

Remains to be seen. 
 

I was wondering why the frisbee 

kept getting bigger and bigger, but 

then it hit me. 
 

You’ll never be as lazy as whoever 

named the fireplace. 
 

What do you get when you cross a 

polar bear with a seal? A polar bear. 
 

I spent a lot of time, money and 

effort childproofing my house…but 

the kids still get in. 
 

So what if I don't know what 

"Armageddon" means? It's not the 

end of the world. 
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Armed Forces Day Parade – May 19
th

! 

The 62
nd

 Annual Armed Forces Day Parade  

and Celebration will take place from Friday,  

May 17 through Sunday, May 19.  

Here is a list of the events: 

 

FRIDAY, May 17 
 

 Concert: 7:30 p.m. 

o On Friday, May 17 at 7:30 p.m., a military concert will be 

performed for FREE at the James R. Armstrong Theatre, 3330 

Civic Center Drive. For ticket information, please contact the Box 

Office at 310.781.7171. The tickets to the evening concert are free 

and are on a first come, first served basis. There is a limit of four 

tickets per adult.  

 Military Exhibits: 10 a.m. –  7 p.m. 

o Military assets will be on display, including aircraft, vehicles, and 

support equipment at Del Amo Fashion Center. 

o The outdoor exhibits will be in the Del Amo Fashion Center 

parking lot east of the Lifestyle Wing, which is located along 

Madrona Avenue. 

 

SATURDAY, May 18 
 

 Parade: 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

o The 62nd Annual Armed Forces Day Parade begins at Crenshaw 

Boulevard traveling west on Torrance Boulevard and ending at 

Madrona Avenue. All streets intersecting the parade route will be 

closed the majority of the day. 

o Torrance's parade is the longest-running Armed Forces Day Parade 

in the nation. As one of few cities designated by the Department of 

Defense, the City of Torrance is proud to honor the men and 

women of our nation's Armed Forces. This year's honorary branch 

is the the United States Space Force. 

 Military Exhibits: 3 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

o Military assets will be on display, including aircraft, vehicles, and 

support equipment at Del Amo Fashion Center. 

o The outdoor exhibits will be in the Del Amo Fashion Center 

parking lot east of the Lifestyle Wing, which is located along 

Madrona Avenue. 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 19 
 

 Military Exhibits: 9 a.m. –  3 p.m. 

o Military assets will be on display, including aircraft, vehicles, and 

support equipment at Del Amo Fashion Center. 

o The outdoor exhibits will be in the Del Amo Fashion Center 

parking lot east of the Lifestyle Wing, which is located along 

Madrona Avenue. 

 

Times for certain events are subject to change. For updated information 

about the festivities, visit www.TorranceCA.Gov/AFD. 

 Bars of soap 

 Deodorant 

 Shaving gel 
 

Thanks for joining 

Southwood HOA! 
 

This list is based on dues received 

from 3.13 to 4.10.   

Pamela Loof 

David & Shelly Oriba 

Mia Fogh, Andreas Pfander 

Krislyn & Bill Pomeroy 

Lisa Shoemaker-Coleman 

Maurice Vogel 

 

Haven’t joined/renewed yet?  

Please go online at 

southwoodhomeowners.com/join to 

either print a membership form and 

mail in, or join securely online. 

 

 

NALC Stamp Out 

Hunger Drive 
 

The 32nd National Annual Letter 

Carrier's Stamp Out Hunger Drive is 

Saturday, May 11, 2024. Each year, 

letter carriers across the country 

head out on their routes on the 

second Saturday in May to collect 

donations of non-perishable food 

items to benefit local food pantries. 

Place your bag of goods next to your 

mailbox. Your letter carrier will 

handle the rest! 
 

Here is a list of items needed: 
 

Non-perishable canned goods or dry 

food: 

• Canned Meats, Fish, Soup, Fruits, 

Vegetables 

• Pasta, Hot & Cold Cereal 

• Macaroni & Cheese 

• Rice 

• Beans 

• Peanut Butter 

• Water 
 

Personal care items: 

• Diapers 

• Toothpaste and Toothbrushes 

• Toilet Tissue 

• Body Soap 

• Body Oil 
 

* Please no expired items or glass 

containers. 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/CraigFamily/Documents/Sync/Laurie/SouthwoodHomeowners/2019-2022PresidentFiles/Newsletters/www.TorranceCA.Gov/AFD
http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
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www.ArtExperienceStudio.com ..................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Art Portfolio Prep • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 

CHANTAL SKIN CARE SALON • Lash Extensions • Facials • Waxing • European Techniques • New Client Discounts  
4172 Pacific Coast Hwy #104, Torrance 90505 • SHA Member • chantalskincaresalon.com ................................. Salon: 378-7280 or Cell: 259-9169 
 

CORE BUILDERS GROUP • corebuildersgroup.com • General Contractor • Remodels, New Construction • #1078810 • SHA Member..805-710-4590 
 

CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Free Estimates • License #565275  
www.cornerstonewindows.comResident & Homeowner, Tony Szik • SHA Member •  ..............................................................................325-4700  

 

DARYN T. NISHIKAWA, DDS, INC. • General, Special Care, Implant and Sports Dentistry • Private Family Practice • Accepts all PPO Insurances 
Southwood Resident and Homeowner • 3556 Torrance Blvd, Suite #C • www.NishikawaFamilyDentistry.com • SHA Member .................543-1655 
 

DON LEE FARMERS INSURANCE • We specialize in Home and Auto Insurance and can handle everything from the perfect home to ones that 
might need a little help. • License #0533775 • SHA Member • dlee@farmersagent.com ...........................................................................297-2050 
 

JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................. .792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 

JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 35 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 

KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • www.kimberlydoner.com • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 123 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 80 five-star reviews on Yelp ............................................................................720-7933 
 

MARILYN WRIGHTSMAN • SRES • KW South Bay • SHA Member • "Count on Marilyn" for all your real estate needs.........................…...508-7653 
 

MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 

OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Locate & Camera Sewers • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member.............................200-5431 
 

O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 ............................................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 

NEW LEAF GARDENING • Dependable monthly service • 41 years experience  • Limited Irrigation & Landscaping • SHA Member ............540-7556 
 

PACIFICA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY •  Specializing in individualized treatment options & integrative approaches to your healthcare needs for 
nearly 40 years • 23560 S. Madison St., #112, Torrance 90505 • www.pacificapharmacy.com • email pacificacompoundrx@gmail.com ..530-0831 
 

REAL ESTATE • RE/MAX • Peter Kappelos • Buying or Selling • Lived in the area for over 30 years with 22 years exp. • SHA Member ......908-1578 
 

SANDY BRUCE • Remax Estate Properties • Southwood Resident and Expert • SHA Member 
Helping you Sell, Buy, Invest, or Lease • Realtor & Mentor • www.sandy-bruce.remax.com .....................................................................988-8211 
 

SOUTH BAY ELECTROLYSIS • PERMANENT Hair Removal • Melina or Andrea • 16358 Hawthorne Blvd. • SHA Member ............................988 8638 
 

SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS • Woman-owned • 30+ yrs in financial planning • Empowering you to navigate money decisions, 
ensuring a secure future for you & your family • 30+ year Resident & SHA Member • Visit bit.ly/SBFPlocal..............................................792 4189 
 

SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • Serving Southwood families since 1969 • SHA Member ...........................................................540-9084 
 

TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 

THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 

TUTOR • Melissa Sterzick • Reading & Writing all ages • College Essays •  Math K-5 • SHA Member .........................................................634-6031 
 

UK ELECTRIC • Licensed Electrician • Tony • License #806903 • SHA Member….........................................................................................753-7079 
 

VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ............................................................749-5571 
 

VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
 

WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  
www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355

 
For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 

. 

SOUTHWOOD NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 
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