
Volume L No. 9 Circulation 2300 

 
November 2024 1 

Southwood Homeowners Association 

Membership Application 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Please mail completed form and check to Southwood Homeowners Association, 4733 Torrance Blvd. #155, Torrance, CA 

90503. Or, join online at www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join.  
 

Annual Dues run from January through December. New members’ voting rights begin 30 days after receipt of dues. 
 

Please check appropriate category (only one fee is required per address):    

 Residing within the Southwood Area – Voting Member  ...............................................................  $20.00 

 Residing outside the Southwood Area – Non-Voting Member (to cover mailing costs) ...............  $25.00 

Checks payable to “Southwood Homeowners Association”.  
(SHA is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)(4) organization. Membership fees/donations are generally not deductible as charitable 

contributions for federal income tax purposes.) 
 

Let me know if I can help (observer, special events):  

 

Name of Member(s): ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:  ______________________________________________ City:  ___________________  Zip:  _____________  

 

Email Address (please PRINT):  ______________________________________________  Phone:  _________________  

 

Optional donation to support SHA scholarships, school gifts, etc.: $  _______________________________ (Thank you!) 

  

Additional Comments:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We never share your email, etc. with any third parties. Emails used for monthly newsletters, voting, and occasional notices. 
Contact us at southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or 424-226-6428 or www.southwoodhomeowners.com/contact-us. 

Southwood Membership Drive 2025 

Southwood Homeowners Association is the longest continuously running homeowners association in Torrance – 

48 years and counting! Help us keep this association going strong by becoming a member.  
 

Benefits of Membership 

 Keep informed and vote on important issues that affect our neighborhood via occasional emails 

 Receive the e-version of the monthly newsletter in its full color glory  

 Support the monthly hardcopy newsletter delivered to every door in Southwood 

 Support candidate forums for mayoral, city council, and school board elections 

 Support a $1,000 scholarship to a Southwood West High School senior  

 Support generous gift donations to Anza Elementary and Jefferson Middle Schools 
 

There are 2 ways to join: 

 Online - Go to our website www.southwoodhomeowners.com, select Membership, then Join. You will 

have the option of securely paying via your PayPal account or your credit/debit card. 

 By Mail - Fill out the form below and mail it back with your check. For your convenience, a self-

addressed envelope is provided in this month’s newsletter. Please apply a stamp and drop it in the mail. 
 

SOUTHWOOD 
Homeowners Association Newsletter 

http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
mailto:southwood.homeowners@gmail.com
http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/contact-us
http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/
https://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/join
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In Loving Memory 

Val Clark of Carmen Street passed 

away September 11, 2024. Val really 

was the one who was responsible for 

creating the amazing, close block of 

neighbors on Carmen Street. She was 

one of the original Southwood HOA 

board members, serving on the board 

for 47 years (1976-2023).  

She was a beacon of love, kindness, 

and service throughout her life. Her 

legacy of service to her community 

will be remembered by all who had 

the privilege of knowing her. She 

touched lives with her generosity, her 

vibrant spirit, and her unwavering 

support. She will truly be missed. 

 

 

Paradise Park 

Community Input 

The Paradise Park major renovation 

project is ready to solicit input from 

the Southwood residents. The first of  

three outreach events will be held at 

the park on November 9. As of this 

writing, no additional details were 

available. We will email SHA 

members with updates, otherwise 

check our website or facebook pages: 

www.southwoodhomeowners.com 

Facebook.com/southwoodHOA 

 
 

Audit Report 

Lynne Woike presented the Audit 

Report for September 1, 2023, to 

August 31, 2024. It was concluded 

that all government forms have been 

filed and the financial records of the 

SHA have been examined and found 

to be correct. 

 
 

Excellence in Arts 

This is a free event on October 27, 2 – 

4 p.m., at the Toyota Meeting Hall at 

3330 Civic Center Dr. There will be 

live performances and exhibitions 

honoring the 2024 recipients. 

 

City Charter Amendments on the Ballot 
 

Torrance City Council is proposing amendments to the City Charter 

through Measure TC on the November 5 ballot. The last comprehensive 

update to the City Charter was in 1973. These amendments were presented 

at four public hearings earlier in the year. Measure TC will not increase 

taxes. Below is an impartial analysis of the primary amendments to the 

Torrance City Charter that would be adopted if a majority of local voters 

approve Measure TC, which would: 
 

 Provide for transparency and require the City Council and all City 

boards, commissions, and committees to act in a manner that promotes 

public participation; 
 

 Increase public disclosure obligations for lobbyists and campaign 

finances; 
 

 Restrict the use of official influence for partisan, political, or financial 

gain, including “revolving door” constraints on former City officials 

and “anti-nepotism” restrictions for current City officials to appoint 

relatives to salaried City positions; 
 

 Establish regular ethics training requirements for certain City officials; 
 

 Modify the terms and conditions of employment, appointment, and 

removal of the City Manager and the City Attorney, and specifically, 

make both positions at-will employees that serve at the pleasure of the 

City Council; 
 

 Remove certain residency requirements for appointed officers; 
 

 List the modern duties of the City Clerk; 
 

 Clarify the role of the independent auditor and audit; 
 

 Define a minimum wage compensation structure for councilmembers; * 
 

 Outline the process for making claims for damages and commencing 

actions against the City; 
 

 Detail the City Council’s power to create, combine, suspend, or 

eliminate advisory boards, committees, or commissions, and remove 

and fill vacancies on majority vote; 
 

 Provide for the continuance of certain existing items, including existing 

boards, committees, and commissions; 
 

 Collect and expand on general provisions and definitions in Article 1; 
 

 Eliminate dated references to the Board of Education (now the 

independent Torrance Unified School District), the Airport Fund, and 

the miscellaneous provisions in Article 12; and, 
 

 Make other minor revisions to reform usage to modern standards and 

renumber provisions consistent with the proposed amendments, 

including adopting general neutral terminology throughout the Charter. 
 

*Councilmembers have made $100/month for 68 years in Torrance. 

Measure TC raises salaries to ~$2800/month (given the current minimum 

wage of $16). For more information, go to: 

https://www.torranceca.gov/government/city-clerk/election-information. 

http://www.southwoodhomeowners.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthwoodHOA/
https://www.torranceca.gov/government/city-clerk/election-information
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TUSD School Board Candidates 
 

This November, 3 TUSD School Board seats are up for election – Areas A, B, and E. Southwood overlaps with 2 of 

these areas. Area B includes the Southwood residents west of Anza Ave. and only has one candidate – incumbent 

Jasmine Park. Area E includes the Southwood residents east of Anza Ave and has 3 candidates. We asked the 3 

candidates (in alphabetical order below) to respond to 2 questions in order to get to know them better.  

 
 

Why are you running and what are your qualifications? 
 

Charles Deemer: I've chosen to run for School Board at this time to provide a long-term view for the Board's 

direction. I'm a TUSD graduate & attended El Camino College along with Long Beach State. I've spent 45 years in 

the Accounting/Bookkeeping fields along with 29 years as a stockbroker. Both occupations provide me the 

knowledge for analyzing budgets & Government Codes. 

         

Tony Yeh: I am running for Torrance Unified School District (TUSD) Board Member because I care deeply about 

the future of our children. As a father, former student, and active community member, I have the knowledge to 

improve our schools and support families. With two children in TUSD, I understand what’s working and where we 

need improvement. Having lived in Torrance for 34 years, I’m committed to enhancing our education system. 
 

My qualifications include a B.A. in International Studies and a minor in Computer Science from UC Irvine. I have 

founded the UCI Alumni LA Chapter, served as Vice Chair of the Torrance Planning Commission, and held 

leadership roles in local organizations like Kiwanis and the PTA. 

 

Dave Zygielbaum: Our children deserve a safe, high-quality education that fosters academic excellence and 

empowers them to achieve their dreams. As a father and child homicide prosecutor with over 15 years’ experience, 

I understand the challenges of today’s schools. As Vice President of the Torrance Education Foundation and Vice 

Chair of the Torrance Civil Service Commission, I can effectively advocate for the resources and programs our 

educators and students need to succeed.  (Please learn more at DaveZyg.com.)   

 
 

What would be your priorities if elected? 
 

Charles Deemer: In no particular order, my priorities would be to work with Assemblyman Muratsuchi to finally 

get a permanent funding mechanism for SCROC so that our High School students can earn a vocation while still 

attending High School, fully upgrading TUSD to being able to offer AA/AS degrees transferable to Cal State & UC 

as Juniors, & dig through the State Education & other Codes for new monies to permit TUSD to broaden its High 

School offerings for those students not considering or able to attend college. 

 

Tony Yeh: My priorities are: 

 Safety: Ensuring safe classrooms and updated policies. Make sure no little boys’ in the little girls’ 

bathrooms or dressing rooms and vice versa 

 Life Skills: Adding practical skills to the curriculum. 

 Teachers’ Housing: Dedicating a portion of property dedicated for teacher housing. 

Together, we can build a better future for Torrance students. 

 

Dave Zygielbaum: Keeping Our Children Safe: I will enhance school safety through community involvement and 

preparedness, prioritizing safety daily. I am proud to have the endorsements of both the Torrance Firefighters and 

Torrance Teachers Associations. Strong Parental Partnership: I will advocate for parental involvement, 

transparency, and a well-rounded curriculum, ensuring our schools empower every child to succeed while honoring 

parents’ voices. Expand the Early College Program: Broadening this program will help students earn college 

credits, reduce tuition costs, and prepare them for the workforce. Increase Enrollment and Attendance: We can 

boost enrollment and reduce absenteeism by enhancing outreach and fostering community partnerships. 

 

https://davezyg.com/
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For advertising information, email southwood.homeowners@gmail.com or call 424-226-6428 

All advertisers’ phone numbers are in the 310 area code. 

Please support the Southwood Advertisers. 

. 

 
 

www.ArtExperienceStudio.com ..................ART CLASSES, CAMPS, PARTIES for kids & adults • Art Portfolio Prep • 4721 Torrance Blvd • 365-9287 
 

CHANTAL SKIN CARE SALON • Lash Extensions • Facials • Waxing • European Techniques • New Client Discounts  
4172 Pacific Coast Hwy #104, Torrance 90505 • SHA Member • chantalskincaresalon.com ................................. Salon: 378-7280 or Cell: 259-9169 
 

CORE BUILDERS GROUP • corebuildersgroup.com • General Contractor • Remodels, New Construction • #1078810 • SHA Member..805-710-4590 
 

CORNERSTONE • Windows & Patio Doors • Replacement Experts • Entry Doors • Free Estimates • License #565275  
www.cornerstonewindows.comResident & Homeowner, Tony Szik • SHA Member •  ..............................................................................325-4700  

 

DARYN T. NISHIKAWA, DDS, INC. • General, Special Care, Implant and Sports Dentistry • Private Family Practice • Accepts all PPO Insurances 
Southwood Resident and Homeowner • 3556 Torrance Blvd, Suite #C • www.NishikawaFamilyDentistry.com • SHA Member .................543-1655 
 

DON LEE FARMERS INSURANCE • We specialize in Home and Auto Insurance and can handle everything from the perfect home to ones that 
might need a little help. • License #0533775 • SHA Member • dlee@farmersagent.com ...........................................................................297-2050 
 

JIM CULLETT PLUMBING & ROOTER • In Torrance Since 1980 • S.L. #389387 • Drain & Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Locating 
General Residential Repairs & Installations .................................................................................................................. .792-9008 or Cell: 634-8488 
 

JOHN KOWAN TERMITE CONTROL • Owner Operated • Serving the South Bay over 35 years • Southwood Resident & Homeowner 
www.johnkowantermite.com • email kowantermite@verizon.net • SHA Member ...................................................................................540-2395 
 

KIMBERLY DONER • Compass • Southwood Resident & Specialist • www.kimberlydoner.com • SHA Member 
Realtor with over 123 five-star reviews on Zillow and over 80 five-star reviews on Yelp ............................................................................720-7933 
 

MARILYN WRIGHTSMAN • SRES • KW South Bay • SHA Member • "Count on Marilyn" for all your real estate needs.........................…...508-7653 
 

MUSIC LESSONS • Piano.Guitar.Ukulele • Teaching 45 years locally • All ages • Rosine Sorbom • SHA Member .......................................316-3592 
 

OAKLEY PLUMBING INC • Clog Removal • Leak Repair • Faucets • Toilets • Valves • Water Heaters • Garbage Disposals • Gas Piping  
Locate & Camera Sewers • Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • License #926402 • Bonded & Insured • SHA Member.............................200-5431 
 

O’NEIL & ASSOCIATES REALTORS • 3987 Pacific Coast Highway • Torrance 90505 ............................................... Office: 370-1020 or Cell: 365-6846 
 

NEW LEAF GARDENING • Dependable monthly service • 41 years experience  • Limited Irrigation & Landscaping • SHA Member ............540-7556 
 

PACIFICA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY •  Specializing in individualized treatment options & integrative approaches to your healthcare needs for 
nearly 40 years • 23560 S. Madison St., #112, Torrance 90505 • www.pacificapharmacy.com • email pacificacompoundrx@gmail.com ..530-0831 
 

REAL ESTATE • RE/MAX • Peter Kappelos • Buying or Selling • Lived in the area for over 30 years with 22 years exp. • SHA Member ......908-1578 
 

SANDY BRUCE • Remax Estate Properties • Southwood Resident and Expert • SHA Member 
Helping you Sell, Buy, Invest, or Lease • Realtor & Mentor • www.sandy-bruce.remax.com .....................................................................988-8211 
 

SOUTH BAY ELECTROLYSIS • PERMANENT Hair Removal • Melina or Andrea • 16358 Hawthorne Blvd. • SHA Member ............................988 8638 
 

SOUTH BAY FINANCIAL PARTNERS • Woman-owned • 30+ yrs in financial planning • Empowering you to navigate money decisions, 
ensuring a secure future for you & your family • 30+ year Resident & SHA Member • Visit bit.ly/SBFPlocal..............................................792 4189 
 

SOUTHWOOD PRE-SCHOOL • Len Ingalls • Serving Southwood families since 1969 • SHA Member ...........................................................540-9084 
 

TAYLOR ROOFING • Roofing the South Bay since 1971 • Rod Taylor • Fully Insured • License #399009 • SHA Member .............................378-7733 
 

THE BEST HANDYMAN • Indoor & Outdoor Fix-It Projects and Renovations • Minor Plumbing & Electrical • Grab Bars • Gutter   
Cleaning • Gate & Fence Repairs • Fully Insured • Reliable, Professional, & Knowledgeable • Larry Corrao • SHA Member ......................722-6025 
 

TUTOR • Melissa Sterzick • Reading & Writing all ages • College Essays •  Math K-5 • SHA Member .........................................................540-9330 
 

UK ELECTRIC • Licensed Electrician • Tony • License #806903 • SHA Member….........................................................................................753-7079 
 

VALENTINE CONSTRUCTION • Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels • Room Additions • Home Repairs • Decks & Fences • Doors & Windows      
41 Years Experience • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • License #655063 • Resident/SHA Member ............................................................749-5571 
 

VICTOR THE BODY MAN • Autobody work and paint • Well-known in the South Bay • Offering excellent repair work at low prices .........503-0566 
 

WOODS ACE HARDWARE • Serving Southwood and its neighbors since 1954 • John Spreitzer • SHA Member  
www.woodshardware.comM-F: 8 AM-7 PM. Sat: 8 AM - 6 PM. Sun: 9 AM - 5 PM •  .................................................................................540-5355
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